THE COUNCIL OF STATE GOVERNMENTS

2008 SPRING MEETING
PUBLIC SAFETY AND JUSTICE TASK FORCE

Griffin Gate Marriott Resort & Spa, Terrace Ballroom, Lexington, Kentucky
Thursday, May 29, 2008: 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
BUSINESS & EMERGING TRENDS SESSION
Presiding:

Co-Chair: Representative Blake Oshiro, Hawaii
Vice Chair: Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem, North Dakota
I. Welcome and Member Introductions


II. Policy Discussion: Incarceration Alternatives
Attendees will have the opportunity to hear about several innovative ways in which states are dealing with the pressing problem of prison overcrowding.  
Jake Horowitz, Senior Associate, Public Safety Performance Project, Pew Center for the States 

Michael Thompson, Executive Director, CSG Justice Center

Dawn Jenkins, Executive Advisor, Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy

III.
CSG Project Review and Updates
IV.
Response Opportunities and Business Items  
· Review and Approval of Meeting Summaries from 2007 Annual  Meeting

· Policy Resolutions
Task force members will have the opportunity to submit, discuss, and vote on policy resolutions.  Those resolutions passed by the task force are forwarded for further consideration and adoption by the Intergovernmental Affairs Committee, and then the Executive Committee.
V. National Emergency Management Association (NEMA) Activities Update
Kristin Robinson, Government Relations Manager, National Emergency Management Association (NEMA)
VI. American Probation and Parole Association (APPA) Activities Update

Carl Wicklund, Executive Director, American Probation and Parole Association
VII. Emerging Trends Discussions

Discussion of emerging trends within the areas of public safety and justice policy that will impact states in the next 3-5 years.  Task force members will participate in determining how those issues are affecting states and how states can share information and options to address these emerging trends.
VIII.    Adjourn
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JAKE HOROWITZ:

Jake Horowitz is a senior associate in the Public Safety Performance Project of the Pew Center on the States.  The project helps states advance policies and practices in sentencing and corrections that protect public safety, hold offenders accountable and control corrections costs.  He previously worked at the National Institute of Justice and in the Office of U.S. Congressman Adam Schiff.  Jake received his Masters degree in public policy from Harvard's Kennedy School of Government.
DAWN JENKINS:

Dawn Jenkins, MSW is a policy advisor to the Public Advocate, Department of Public Advocacy (DPA), where directs policy, communications, and legislative lobbying efforts that promote quality legal defense and improve the criminal justice system. Ms. Jenkins serves as Chairperson of the DPA Social Worker Program and is a member of the Community Advisory Council for the Kent School of Social Work, University of Louisville. She previously served as a Mitigation Specialist for DPA’s Capital Post-Conviction Branch and as a policy analyst for Kentucky Youth Advocates, Inc. and Jefferson County Legislative Commission. Ms. Jenkins is a recipient of the Kent School’s Bertha Capen Reynolds Award and the Kentucky Association of Criminal Defense Lawyer’s Bill of Rights Enforcer Award.

KRISTIN ROBINSON:

Kristin Robinson is the Government Relations Director for the National Emergency Management Association (NEMA).  In her current position since 2001, Kristin tracks homeland security and emergency management legislation and has played an active role in the passage of legislation to form the Department of Homeland Security, the Intelligence Reform Act, and the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, as well as getting increases to emergency management capacity building programs and a cost-share change for emergency operations centers construction.  Most recently, Kristin was active in representing state emergency management interests in the passage of the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act to reorganize and strengthen FEMA.  Kristin joined CSG/NEMA in 1999 and staffed the Intergovernmental Affairs Committee.  Prior to her service at CSG, Kristin was a Legislative Counsel at the National League of Cities.  Kristin earned a Masters in Public Administration from the George Washington University in 1996 and Bachelor of Arts degrees in journalism and policy studies from Syracuse University in 1994.  She is on the Board of Directors of Women in Government Relations and serves as the liaison and a founding member of the Homeland Security Task Force.  

MICHAEL THOMPSON:
Michael Thompson, Director of the CSG Justice Center, has worked on criminal justice policy issues with the Council of State Governments since 1997, getting his start with CSG's Eastern Regional Conference. During his tenure at CSG, Thompson has launched and overseen various national policy initiatives to improve outcomes for people with mental illnesses in the criminal justice system; enhance the ability of people released from prisons and jails to succeed in the community; and increase public safety, reduce spending on corrections, and improve conditions in the neighborhoods to which most people released from prison return. These efforts have prompted congressional hearings, federal legislation, national news coverage, and bipartisan legislative and programmatic initiatives in states across the country. Prior to joining CSG, Mike worked for three years for the Office of the Court Monitor, which a U.S. District Court Judge established, in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Mike received his B.A. with honors from Middlebury College.
CARL WICKLUND:

Carl Wicklund has 35 years experience in the corrections/human services field. He is the Executive Director of the American Probation and Parole Association. He served as the director of a three county adult and juvenile probation and parole department as well as developed and managed a variety of community-based, private sector programs for juveniles and adults involved with the justice or social services systems. He has served or is serving on numerous nationally oriented advisory groups and is currently the vice-chair of the Global Justice Information Sharing Initiative advisory committee which advises the U.S. Attorney General. He received the first annual Minnesota Citizens Council on Crime and Justice – Gisela Konopka Award in 1984 for humane and creative treatment of juvenile delinquents, the 2001 Florida Community Corrections Association’s Life Time Achievement Award, the first U.S. Congressional Crime Victims’ Rights Caucus Allied Professional Award in 2006 and the 2007 Justice Leadership Award from Family Justice. 

