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Tom Kenworthy  has solar panels on his 
roof and ended up paying a third of the 
cost of the system because of Colorado’s 
incentives. Now the panels supply 
power to his entire house. He wants state 
policymakers to take a lesson from the 
Rocky Mountain state, in that it’s made 
lots of progress over the last few years in 
the clean energy economy. 

“Renewable energy and clean energy is 
just part of the political DNA in Colo -
rado,” said Kenworthy, senior fellow at 
the Center for American Progress. 

The state has one of the most ambi-
tious requirements for renewable energy, 
mandating 30 percent of power come 
from renewable electricity sources such as 
wind and solar, for example, by 2020. Its 
mandate is second only to California. 

Kenworthy and other experts at the 
session, “Energizing Growth: Opportuni-
ties in the New Energy Economy,” say 
Colorado is on to something: Investments 
in the new green economy mean jobs. 

“These are construction jobs, they’re 
jobs for contractors. They are blue 

More states are developing clean 
energy programs to save money and 
preserve the environment, energy and 
technology of�cials said at CSG’s “Driv -
ing Renewable Energy” session Friday.

The session explored the different 
programs that states can use to develop 
clean energy programs.  The session 
included Anne Margolis , former director 
of the Vermont Clean Energy Develop-
ment Fund, Janet Josephs, director of 
clean energy research for New York State 
Energy Research and Development 
Authority, Nick Chaset, manager of regu-
lation affairs for Renewable Funding, and 

Scott Hunter, renewable energy program 
administrator for the New Jersey Board 
of Public Utilities.

Josephs pointed out that the New York, 
New Jersey and Connecticut region is one 
of the top clean technology growth sectors 
in the country, for example.  The New York 
program helps start-up tech companies 
raise funds for clean energy products. 

“The era of cheap oil is over,” Josephs 
said. “We really do need a very substan-
tial change in how we produce energy.”

Chaset agreed. Renewable Funding 
has established its clean energy program, 
Property Assessed Clean Energy, in 

Maryland, San Francisco and Boulder, 
Colo., he said.  The PACE program allows 
local governments to fund renewable 
energy projects on private property. Prop-
erty owners can repay the debt service on 
those bonds as part of their property tax 
payments.

Additional incentives such as rebates 
and equity investments have also helped 
states support clean technologies, 
Margolis said.

“States are leading the clean energy 
transition,” she said. “States have really 
taken the bull by the horns.”

—Mike Jackson

collar-type jobs,” 
said Lisa Wood, 
executive director 
of the Institute for 
Electric Ef�ciency. 

It also means 
energy savings.

“At a time when 
we’re in a reces-
sion and everyone 
wants to save a few 
dollars, enabling 
some of these 
(energy ef�ciency 
projects) could 
help our constituents save some money,” 
said Pennsylvania Rep. Chris Ross, chair 
of the CSG Energy & Environment Task 
Force. 

It means changing out old light bulbs in 
favor of compact �uorescent lights.

Huge potential for the future of com -
mercial energy ef�ciency projects is still 
lighting, Woods said.

It means making loans available for 
energy ef�cient building upgrades pos-

States Try to Energize Growth 
with Opportunities in New Energy Economy

‘The Era of Cheap Oil is Over,’ Change Needed in How We Produce Energy

sible through the energy savings from the 
projects. 

Paul Kaplan runs the Green Bank of 
Kentucky that does just that. “The result 
of a green bank loan is the owner gets a 
more energy ef�cient building,” he said. 
“Those energy ef�ciency projects are 
not paid for by the capital budget, but 
through operating costs—those energy 
ef�ciency savings are used to pay.”

—Mikel Chavers

Lisa Wood, left, executive director of the Institute for Electric Efficiency, and Paul Kaplan, director of the Green Bank of 
Kentucky, discussed ways states could leverage the new energy economy to grow jobs. Photo by Suzanne Feliciano

CSG Knowledge Center 
CSG’s new Knowledge Center, an inter-

active policy Web site and clearinghouse 
available at www.csg.org/knowledgecenter, 
puts years of policy knowledge and re-
sources at your �ngertips. With the click of 
a mouse, you can view all the information 
on a particular topic from across CSG’s 
network of organizations and of�ces or 
simply browse through CSG’s extensive 
policy library. For the �rst time, the wide 
range of CSG publications, including 
policy briefs, news items, webinars, Capitol 
Ideas articles, charts and tables, Suggested 

State Legislation, resolutions and meeting 
presentations, will be arranged by topic.  

See a brief demonstration of the Knowl-
edge Center Web site from 9:30–10 a.m. 
and 2–2:30 p.m. Saturday in the prefunc-
tion area near registration.

StatesPerform.org
Measuring each state’s performance 

and using that data to strategically use 
resources is key to implementing the 
accountable, transparent and results-
focused governance policies citizens 
expect—especially as states are expected 

to do more with less. To aid states in 
meeting this goal, CSG will launch www.
StatesPerform.org in June.

StatesPerform.org provides the essential 
information you need to create informed, 
outcome-driven strategies, giving you 
access to interactive, customizable and 
up-to-date comparative performance 
measurement data from 50 states and 
across six key policy areas. 

See a brief demonstration of  
StatesPerform.org Web site from 
noon–12:30 p.m. Saturday in the prefunc-
tion area near registration.

Hands On: See Two Exciting New CSG Web Tools in Action
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»  American Probation and 
Parole Association (APPA)

» Emergency Management 
Accreditation Program 
(EMAP)

» National Association of 
State Treasurers (NAST)

» National Emergency 
Management Association 
(NEMA)

» National Lieutenant 
Governors Association 
(NLGA)

»  The Council of State 
Governments (CSG)

additional resource materials available
Resource materials are available at the attendee resource table located near registration on the 
5th fl oor.  Please help yourself to any materials needed. Materials are provided by:

Tell us what you Think and win!
The Council of State Governments values your opinions 
and insights. Give us your feedback about the summit by 
completing an evaluation and returning it to the desig-
nated drop boxes, the registration desk or any CSG staff  
member. For every daily evaluation received, attendees 
you’ll be entered to win one of several prizes, including 
free registration for both the 2010 national conference 
and the 2010 regional conference of your choice. 
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“it is these times that test us. We have to ask those questions 
that we didn’t ask when there was enough money not to 
ask the questions.”

—oregon rep. Arnie Roblan on the recession and the fi scal crisis facing states

“a lot of states, and to a certain extent many of us, did not 
foresee this recession coming as hard as it did.” 

—u.s. secretary of labor Hilda Solis, talking friday about how hard the states’ 

unemployment insurance funds have been hit 

“We at the state and, frankly, at the local level have to
rethink how services are going to be delivered. states
and policymakers are going to have to make some tough
choices on how to go forward.”

—Scott Pattison, executive director of the national association of state Budget offi  cers

“Whenever i get to the point 

where i’m just passing 

legislation to get 
re-elected … i’ve got to go.”

—hawaii Rep. Cindy Evans

on making sure your heart is in 

the right place as a legislator

Said at the 
Summit


