Access to Emergency Services

Demand for emergency care is growing fast and the nation
is unable fo meet this demand.

» Emergency department visits in the U.S. increased by 36 percent to 119 million in
2006, up from 90 million in 1996. This increase can be linked to both the aging of the
population and the growing number of individuals who cannot afford medical care or
have nowhere else to go for care.

> Although the average number of emergency departments nationwide is 20 ' ANCE
departments per 1 million people, the number ranges from as many as 66 per 1 million AMBUL
people in South Dakota to as few as 6.6 per 1 million people in New Jersey.?

> Between 1993 and 2003, the number of hospitals in the U.S. decreased by 703,

the number of hospital beds dropped by 198,000, and the number of emergency
departments fell by 4252

> Shortages of health care professionals affect access to emergency care. This can be
particularly challenging in rural areas where 20 percent of America’s population reside
but only 9 percent of the nation’s physicians serve.*

As a whole, the nation is doing poorly in providing access 1o
emergency health care services.

» The American College of Emergency Physicians graded the states on health care issues
and gave an overall average grade of D- in providing access to emergency care.?

» The District of Columbia was the only recipient of a grade of A. It has the highest rate
of health care professionals and lower-than-average rates of uninsured. It also benefits
from being in a highly populated area with high numbers of specialists, physicians who
accept Medicare, staffed inpatient beds and high number of Medicaid recipients.?

» More than half the states received a D or an F. The states, by ranking, receiving a failing
grade include California, Florida, New Mexico, Arizona, Texas, Nevada, South Carolina,
Georgia, Washington, Idaho, Oregon and Oklahoma.?

States are taking action to increase access to emergency
care.

) States are increasing Medicaid fee levels to attract providers and assure access. From
2004-2007, at least 31 states increased physician rates in their Medicaid programs. In
2008, 27 states reported increases and 29 states plan to increase physician rates in 2009

) States are focusing on covering the uninsured to assure access to needed health care
services.

» Nearly all states have loan forgiveness programs and incentives in place to attract
physicians and other health care providers to medically underserved areas.>®

) States are increasingly reimbursing for telemedicine services to provide greater access in
remote areas. At least 24 states reimburse for telemedicine in their Medicaid programs.”
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Alabama 30 D- MN39 N 9189 02 72 178 74 85 V124
Alaska 28 [« N3 \V 760.2 15 NR 189 10.3 76 MN236
Arizona 48 N86 ¥ 560.8 1.1 16.2 223 17 104 \ZA!
Arkansas 35 D- N4 ¥ 7803 0 9.8 221 93 6.3 1288
California 51 F MNo2 N 6433 12 91 209 12.8 10.7 N7
Colorado 31 D- MN135 V7731 2.7 213 181 14.6 64 N7
Connecticut 15 C+ MNo8 993 31 4 105 6 8 NZ:
Delaware 8 B- 18 < 9874 1.2 NR 123 1.7 6.2 \ 2
Dist. of Columbia 1 A Nl 113852 51 0 124 8.7 13.7 V102
Florida 50 F NS ¥ 8206 1 -101 219 189 57 V72
Georgia 44 F N7 ¥ 666.1 12 0 19.5 12.8 64 V113
Hawaii 22 C MN139 V7524 0.8 -48 96 63 7 MNI125
Idaho 42 F MN87 ¥ 655.8 0.7 37 37 16.3 13 N 205
Illinois 39 D- N9 ¥ 815 44 0.1 15.6 95 6.6 V124
Indiana 29 D- N73 V869 1 NR 131 78 6 N144
lowa 9 B- N4 V9941 23 3 19 6.3 9.7 N40
Kansas 7 B- N71 V8734 18 543 14 73 57 N464
Kentucky 19 C N6l V9304 05 0 175 9.7 9.6 ¥ 205
Louisiana 33 D- N69 N921.2 0.2 -19.2 239 159 9.6 V165
Maine 2 B+ N128 V¥ 10533 23 54 10.1 64 149 V266
Maryland 25 G M V87138 11 29 15.1 99 52 V84
Massachusetts 3 B- MN121 V12166 12 10 114 7 109 Vvos
Michigan 37 D- M ¥ 836.2 16 NR 123 47 8.2 V126
Minnesota 20 C N76 V10222 14 -13 95 83 91 V196
Mississippi 27 G N48 N 8744 1.7 0.7 214 189 1.8 N30
Missouri 18 N71 19643 31 177 14.6 a1 6 V207
Montana 24 - MNo2 V756.2 4.2 6.5 179 145 75 V549
Nebraska 4 N55 V10132 17 10.2 131 10.1 53 V38
Nevada 46 F ™92 N 588.6 12 0 19.8 18.8 4.1 N84
New Hampshire 1 B- ™98 V9704 38 12 127 75 33 V206
New Jersey 16 C N83 J 9059 1.2 -144 16.2 133 45 V66
New Mexico 49 MNal ¥ 5869 06 132 24.8 179 84 MN154
New York 36 D- N8l V866 2.1 0 157 84 14.5 V71
North Carolina 34 D- MN92 ¥ o903 1 -0.2 19.2 14 8.1 N7
North Dakota 6 B- N6 ¥ 109811 94 32 12.8 10.3 4.8 MN56.5
Ohio 14 G+ ™10 ¥ 1002.5 19 0 1.5 57 Al N 131
Oklahoma 40 F N6 V7184 0.8 121 212 125 53 N 305
Oregon 41 F N34 ¥ 8046 13 04 193 131 71 V157
Pennsylvania 23 G N 101 V10189 19 381 10.8 73 77 V12
Rhode Island 10 B- N4 ¥ 9985 1 21 99 41 179 MNN3
South Carolina 45 F nN87 ¥ 809.2 11 21 176 10.7 8.7 MN139
South Dakota 12 (€ N49 V12264 25 386 127 92 48 V66
Tennessee 21 C MN57 V' 904.7 11 NR 16.1 64 8 V138
Texas 47 AN57 N6744 09 NR 258 212 64 MN175
Utah 32 D- N4 V6462 15 23 186 15 53 V124
Vermont 17 C N108 NZSNK 16 62.2 10.8 8 136 N242
Virginia 38 D- N4 7557 1 82 144 101 39 V85
Washington 43 F N 104 7829 11 26 134 69 84 V10
West Virginia 5 B N82 19832 33 69 149 85 1 N3
Wisconsin 26 G N83 V9096 14 -192 10 49 74 N217
Wyoming 13 G+ K] 1 8289 38 334 16.6 8.2 44 V488
Nation D- C 8737 1.8 6 17.2 1.7 79 199

N Improved Since 2006 ¥ Worsened Since 2006
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