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�7�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���+�,�9���$�,�'�6���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���7�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���+�,�9���$�,�'�6���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���7�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���+�,�9���$�,�'�6���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���7�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���+�,�9���$�,�'�6���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���7�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���+�,�9���$�,�'�6���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���7�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���+�,�9���$�,�'�6���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���7�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���+�,�9���$�,�'�6���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���7�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D���+�,�9���$�,�'�6���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O��

Founded in 1994;Founded in 1994;

A social service 501(c)3 organization;A social service 501(c)3 organization;

Utilizes a global approach to prevent the Utilizes a global approach to prevent the 
spread of HIV/AIDS and other sexually spread of HIV/AIDS and other sexually 
transmitted infections;transmitted infections;

Provide technical assistance and capacity Provide technical assistance and capacity 
building at the local and state level;building at the local and state level;

Seek to create Seek to create “local solutions to local “local solutions to local 
problems”;problems”;

Devotes significant time and expertise to Devotes significant time and expertise to 
advocacy initiatives.advocacy initiatives.
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“WE ARE ALL “WE ARE ALL PRODUCTSPRODUCTS

OF OUR ENVIRONMENT”OF OUR ENVIRONMENT”



“WE ARE ALL PRODUCTS“WE ARE ALL PRODUCTS
OF OUR ENVIRONMENT”OF OUR ENVIRONMENT”

THERE THERE 

ININ

LIES……….LIES……….

OUR PERCEPTIONS OFOUR PERCEPTIONS OF

WHO WE ARE, WHO WE ARE, 

HOW WE SEE OTHERS,HOW WE SEE OTHERS,

AND AND 

OUR WILLINGNESS TO PROTECT OUR WILLINGNESS TO PROTECT 

OR OR 

VIOLATE THEIR HUMAN RIGHTSVIOLATE THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS



THE FOUNDATION OF PREVENTION

“WALKING A MILE 
IN THEIR SHOES”



IT’S TIME FOR

A REALITY CHECK
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Sharing Beliefs…..Sharing Beliefs…..
But for Different ReasonsBut for Different Reasons





IF PREVENTION SAVES MONEY….IF PREVENTION SAVES MONEY….
WHY HAVEN’T  WE FOCUSED WHY HAVEN’T  WE FOCUSED 

ATTENTION ON IT?ATTENTION ON IT?



HIV/AIDS
related
Stigma
is 
everywhere!



STIGMA IS EVERYWHERE!STIGMA IS EVERYWHERE!
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STIGMA IS EVERYWHERE!STIGMA IS EVERYWHERE!
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WE MUST CREATE POSITIVE WE MUST CREATE POSITIVE 
SOLUTIONS… SOLUTIONS… 

AS WE CONFRONT POLITICSAS WE CONFRONT POLITICS



WHILEWHILE
CONFRONTINGCONFRONTING
OUR PERSONALOUR PERSONAL
FEARSFEARS
AND AND 
LACK OF LACK OF 
UNDERSTANDINGUNDERSTANDING



�$�Q���(�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���&�D�V�H���6�W�X�G�\�$�Q���(�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���&�D�V�H���6�W�X�G�\�$�Q���(�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���&�D�V�H���6�W�X�G�\�$�Q���(�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���&�D�V�H���6�W�X�G�\�$�Q���(�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���&�D�V�H���6�W�X�G�\�$�Q���(�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���&�D�V�H���6�W�X�G�\�$�Q���(�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���&�D�V�H���6�W�X�G�\�$�Q���(�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���&�D�V�H���6�W�X�G�\

SOUTH CAROLINA

� Ranks 9th in the nation in the rate of AIDS .

� The capitol, Columbia, ranks 6th in the nation in the rate 
of AIDS among larger MSA’s.

� 74% of new HIV cases are among African Americans.

� 1st in the nation in heterosexual (male to female) 
transmission.

� 3rd  in the nation in the proportion of African American s 
that have AIDS.



SIGNIFICANT HEALTH DISPARITIES
AND  CONCERNS

•About 882 persons are newly diagnosed with HIV every 
year in South Carolina with over 22,000 individuals  living 
with HIV/AIDS .

•Gender – 70% Male and 30% Female

• Risk – MSM (49%), Heterosexual (42%), IVDU (8%)

•Race/Ethnicity – African American (72%), White (23%), 
Hispanic (4%)

•Age – 40+ (47%), 30-39 (20%), 20-29 (28%) and 0-19 (5%).  
(SCDHEC 2007)
•
•Approximately 44% of Persons Living with HIV/AIDS are out 
of medical care in South Carolina.
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WHAT IS THE 
IMPACT 

OF APATHY?



SOUTH SOUTH 
CAROLINA’SCAROLINA’S
WAIT LIST WAIT LIST 

CRISISCRISIS

LEGISLATORS MADELEGISLATORS MADE
A DIFFERENCEA DIFFERENCE



WHAT IS THE IMPACT 
OF OUR APATHY?

LOSS OF LIFE
A Cost of Illness Index

suggests the 
economic impact of 
the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic in our state 
is astronomic, 
exceeding $6.5 
billion in 2002.  



THE COST OF HIV/AIDS IN THE COST OF HIV/AIDS IN 
SOUTH CAROLINASOUTH CAROLINA

�� South Carolina HAD one of the South Carolina HAD one of the 
largest wait lists for the AIDS largest wait lists for the AIDS 
Drug Assistance Program Drug Assistance Program 
(ADAP) in the country (600)(ADAP) in the country (600)

�� HIV care and support services HIV care and support services 
have been cut over $1 million have been cut over $1 million 
in 2006, yet the number of in 2006, yet the number of 
persons served increased by persons served increased by 
25% from 2002 25% from 2002 -- 2006. 2006. 

S.C. HIV/AIDS Care Crisis Task Force, 2006



THE COST OF HIV/AIDS IN THE COST OF HIV/AIDS IN 
SOUTH CAROLINASOUTH CAROLINA

According to a recent analysis* of South Carolina According to a recent analysis* of South Carolina 
HIV and economic data for 2002: HIV and economic data for 2002: 

�� $151 million $151 million was spent for was spent for direct medical caredirect medical care
for HIV patients. Nearly half for HIV patients. Nearly half (48%)(48%) was spent on was spent on 
hospitalizations, and Medicaidhospitalizations, and Medicaid paid the largest paid the largest 
percent of hospitalization charges percent of hospitalization charges (43%).(43%).

�� The estimated The estimated foregone earnings of foregone earnings of 
persons living with HIVpersons living with HIV in 2002 who were in 2002 who were 
too ill to work exceeded too ill to work exceeded $5.7 billion$5.7 billion . . 

Source:  Kent Sock, MD.  Source:  Kent Sock, MD.  
‘The Economic Impact of HIV/AIDS in South Carolina’‘The Economic Impact of HIV/AIDS in South Carolina’ , 2004, 2004



S.C. Economic Impact of HIV Epidemic by Public Heal th Regions, 2002

Region

Region 1 Abbeville, Anderson, Edgefield, Greenwood, Laurens, 
McCormick, Oconee, Saluda

Region 2 Cherokee, Greenville, Pickens, Spartanburg,  Union

Region 3 Chester, Fairfield, Lancaster, Lexington, Newberry,  
Richland, York

Region 4 Chesterfield, Clarendon, Darlington, Dillio n, Florence, 
Kershaw, Lee, Marion, Marlboro, Sumter

Region 5 Aiken, Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell, Calhoun, 
Orangeburg

Region 6 Georgetown, Horry, Williamsburg

Region 7 Berkeley, Charleston, Dorchester

Region 8 Beaufort, Colleton, Hampton, Jasper



S.C. Economic Impact of HIV Epidemic by Public Health Regions, 2002

Region Persons Living
With HIV/AIDS 

(2005)

ER Visit Charges Hospitalization
Charges

Cost of Illness
(S.C. Rank)

Region 1 880 $138,066 $3,760,810 $883,222,337
(4)

Region 2 1669 $444,720 $7,896,380 $350,647,896
(8)

Region 3 3973 $1,157,040 $22,304,760 $903,698,511
(3)

Region 4 2248 $662,260 $13,740,700 $1,725,810,861
(1)

Region 5 1098 $230,860 $5,091,990 $1,114,217,860
(2)

Region 6 1040 $310,200 $5,658,920 $500,805,617
(6)

Region 7 2007 $398,380 $12,149,460 $379,942,414
(7)

Region 8 640 $108,680 $2,313,440 $651,989,578
(5)

TOTAL 13,605 $3,575,800 $72,907,460 $6,510,333,076
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Community and Legislative Community and Legislative 
Advocacy Made A DifferenceAdvocacy Made A Difference

� Investing in ADAP and HIV care will: 
� Ø Save money - for Medicaid, hospitals, HIV care
� system, patients and families.
� Ø Help get people back to work - and off of public
� assistance programs, Medicaid.
� Ø Help prevent new infections - treatment lowers   
� amount of virus.
� Ø Lengthen and improve lives - more years of earning
� potential. 
� Ø     Garner more federal funds - if S.C. gets more Ryan 
� White funds, we’ll need more  state funds to meet t he
� 50% state match requirement. 
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Demographic Trends of Demographic Trends of 
HIVHIV--infected Inpatients, infected Inpatients, 
South Carolina, 1996South Carolina, 1996--

20072007
Kent J. Stock, DO, MBA, FACP, FAAPKent J. Stock, DO, MBA, FACP, FAAP
Lowcountry Infectious Diseases, P.A.Lowcountry Infectious Diseases, P.A.

Charleston, SC Charleston, SC 

Presented to South Carolina HIV/AIDS Care Crisis Ta sk Force
March 17, 2009





HIVHIV--infected Inpatients by Age infected Inpatients by Age 
Group, South Carolina, 1996Group, South Carolina, 1996--20072007
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Prevention Programs That WorkPrevention Programs That Work
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Project F.A.I.T.H. churches/FBOs:

Conducted a variety of programs and services: 

Focus primarily on HIV/AIDS/STI education, skills-b uilding, and 
awareness; 

Targeted a variety of populations;

Increased collaborations with local HIV/AIDS servic e 
organizations, health departments, other churches i n their area;

Piloted Celebrate Recovery Addictions Ministry and SATIR 
Family Support Model in selected faith sites;

Featured on CNN Heroes segment during FY 2008
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SO ….LEGISLATORS SO ….LEGISLATORS 
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCECAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

�� Keep abreast of current sexual health Keep abreast of current sexual health 
issues.  Have your staff issues.  Have your staff seek out service seek out service 
organizationsorganizations in your district for upin your district for up--dates dates 
and current issues;and current issues;

�� Assign your staff to set up an Assign your staff to set up an 
appointment to conduct an assessment appointment to conduct an assessment 
and bring information back to you.  and bring information back to you.  
Inquire about controversial concerns Inquire about controversial concerns 
before they arrive at the legislature.before they arrive at the legislature.



SO….LEGISLATORS SO….LEGISLATORS 
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCECAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

�� Examples:Examples:
�� SC State HIV/AIDS Curriculum StandardsSC State HIV/AIDS Curriculum Standards

•• STDSTD--Prevention education is now MPrevention education is now MANDATORYANDATORY
for students in grades 6, 7 AND 8!for students in grades 6, 7 AND 8! . They were . They were 
amended to:amended to:

•• Permit the instruction of pregnancy prevention in Permit the instruction of pregnancy prevention in 
middle schools (at the discretion of the local school middle schools (at the discretion of the local school 
boards) and boards) and 

•• REQUIREREQUIRE STDSTD--prevention instruction in grades 6, 7 prevention instruction in grades 6, 7 
and 8! This mandates that all middle school students and 8! This mandates that all middle school students 
in South Carolina receive 3 separate courses in STDin South Carolina receive 3 separate courses in STD--
prevention BEFORE they enter high school. prevention BEFORE they enter high school. 

•• For more go to For more go to www.tellthemsc.orgwww.tellthemsc.org..
•• ..



LEGISLATORS LEGISLATORS 
MAKE A DIFFERENCEMAKE A DIFFERENCE

�� Examples:Examples:
�� SC State HIV/AIDS Curriculum StandardsSC State HIV/AIDS Curriculum Standards

•• STDSTD--Prevention education is now MPrevention education is now MANDATORYANDATORY for students for students 
in grades 6, 7 AND 8!in grades 6, 7 AND 8! . . They were amended to:They were amended to:

•• Permit the instruction of pregnancy prevention in m iddle Permit the instruction of pregnancy prevention in m iddle 
schools (at the discretion of the local school boar ds) and schools (at the discretion of the local school boar ds) and 

•• REQUIREREQUIRE STDSTD--prevention instruction in grades 6, 7 and 8! prevention instruction in grades 6, 7 and 8! 
This mandates that all middle school students in So uth This mandates that all middle school students in So uth 
Carolina receive 3 separate courses in STDCarolina receive 3 separate courses in STD--prevent ion prevention 
BEFORE they enter high school. BEFORE they enter high school. 

•• For more go toFor more go to www.tellthemsc.orgwww.tellthemsc.org..

�� Teen Relationship Violence BillTeen Relationship Violence Bill (( Joan Bradey)Joan Bradey)
•• Failed to pass due to disagreements in philosophy a bout Failed to pass due to disagreements in philosophy a bout 

whether gay/bisexual youth should be specifically i ncluded whether gay/bisexual youth should be specifically i ncluded 
in the bill .in the bill .

�� Partner with Local Service Organizations and Host a  Town Hall Partner with Local Service Organizations and Host a  Town Hall 
in Your Districtin Your District



Bambi W. Gaddist, DrPHBambi W. Gaddist, DrPH
Executive DirectorExecutive Director

South Carolina HIV/AIDS CouncilSouth Carolina HIV/AIDS Council
BAMEWAME@AOL.COMBAMEWAME@AOL.COM

P.O. Box 2531P.O. Box 2531
1115 Calhoun St1115 Calhoun St

Columbia, S.C. 29201Columbia, S.C. 29201
(803) 254(803) 254--66446644

www.schivaidscouncil.org


