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National Minority Quality Forum introduces the 

HIV/AIDS Atlas

Atlas highlights HIV/AIDS burden in Southeast (CNN)  
(updated 9:15 a.m. EDT, Fri June 26, 2009)

� HIV epidemic is not uniformly distributed throughout the U.S.

� Disproportionate number of African-Americans have HIV/AIDS.

� Atlas is based on data from public health departments from 2006.

� The Southeast is among the areas of the United States with the highest concentration of cases of HIV 
and AIDS, according to a new online tool called the National HIV/AIDS Atlas.

� AIDS experts in the region say that access to health care, especially when it comes to screening, is a 
major problem in rural communities. 

� In the Southeast, people with HIV tend to get tested late, after they have become sick, partly because 
of stigma, said Kathie Hiers, executive director of AIDS Alabama in Birmingham. 

� With little or no public transportation, people in non-metropolitan areas are at a disadvantage when 
they need to see a particular kind of doctor, experts say. There is also a shortage of doctors who deal 
with HIV in the region, Hiers said.

REFERENCE:  http://www.maphiv.org/media.html



HIV/AIDS Atlas, Southeastern United States, 2006





Rates of HIV/AIDS Diagnoses, 2005, 33 States

Note: Data from 33 states with confidential name-based HIV infection reporting 
since at least 2001.
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HIV Prevention Initiatives

RATION AL E

TESTING EFFORTS

COM M UNICAT IO N CAM PAI GN EFFORTS

COM M UNITY-B AS ED EFFORTS

RESEARCH EFFORTS















Barriers to Implementation for Routine HIV 

Testing Guidelines

� Lack of agreement between CDC recommendations 
and state and local regulations 

� Insurance reimbursement issues

� Physician awareness and buy-in 

� Patient awareness and buy-in

Ref:  Wolf LE, Donoghoe A, Lane T (2007) Implementing Routine HIV Testing: 
The Role of State Law. PLoS ONE 2(10): e1005. doi:10.1371 



Importance of Linking New HIV Diagnosis to Care

AIDS Patient Care and STDs

The Therapeutic Implications of Timely Linkage 
and Early Retention in HIV Care

Ulett, KB. AIDS Patient Care and STDs. January 
2009, 23(1): 41-49. doi:10.1089/apc.2008.0132. 

--Delayed linkage was observed in two-thirds of the overall 
sample (n = 567) and was associated with older age (OR = 1.31 
per 10 years; 95% CI = 1.06–1.62) and African American race 
(OR = 2.45; 95% CI = 1.60–3.74). 

--Interventions to improve timely HIV diagnosis and linkage 
to care should focus on older patients and African 
Americans. 



Communication Campaign Efforts

� Public-private partnerships, such as ACT Against 
AIDS (CDC, Kaiser)

� 9 ½ minutes.org

� ACT Against AIDS Leadership Initiative 

� National Action Network

� MSM-focused campaign is in development



National Action Network: “I Choose Life” Campaign

� 5-state campaign designed to 
address health disparities 
among African Americans with 
the goal to educate and move 
them into treatment and care

� Focusing on HIV and STDs 
disparities in 5 southeastern 
states

� CDC is a partner through the 
ACT Against AIDS Leadership 
Initiative

� http://www.ichoose-life.com/



Community-based efforts

� Parents Matter!

� Evidence-based, parent intervention for primary caregivers of 
9-12 year-olds to promote positive parenting and effective 
parent-child communication about sexuality and sexual risk 
reduction

� Studies and operational development done in 15 local 
communities and Puerto Rico

� d-Up!

� Developed in North Carolina by and for 

young Black MSM

� Significant reductions in unprotected sex



Research Efforts

� Minority HIV/AIDS Research Initiative (MARI)

� Since 2003, 19 mostly Black and Latino junior 
investigators have been funded to conduct research in 
highly-impacted Black and Hispanic communities

� HIV testing barriers for Pregnant Latinas in SC

� HIV Testing among Heterosexual Black Men in Rural FL

� Parent-child communication for sexual health among 
Hispanic families in Miami, FL

� Black and Hispanic MSM in NYC

� Communities of Color Research Fellowship

� Post-doctoral fellowship training for Black and Latino junior 
investigators



Summary

� HIV/AIDS epidemic disproportionately affects Blacks 
and Hispanics in the Southeast and Puerto Rico

� CDC has launched several programs and partnered 
with non-traditional partners, in an effort to try new 
approaches to stopping the domestic HIV epidemic.



QUESTIONS?

MSUTTON@CDC.GOV

Thank you for your attention!


