
18 state government news april 2001

trendstrends

Scouting
trends
in the
states

Minnesota has strict
ethics rules.

udgets, education, technol-
ogy and health care are
dominating debate in state-

houses across the nation. Ideas
on infrastructure and the envi-
ronment are being put forth by
governors and legislators, while

the issues of
transportation,
agriculture, cor-
rections and in-
t e r n a t i o n a l
trade also are
getting plenty
of discussion.
And with a
pres ident ia l
election that

took a while to settle, lights going
off in California and new census
numbers out, election reform, en-
ergy and redistricting are all get-
ting play in state capitols.

A review to scout for trends in
governors’ state-of-the-state mes-
sages and legislative actions
shows many states have similar
challenges and priorities. Most
notably, 21 states were
facing budget concerns
as of early March. A-
mong them, Alabama,
Michigan, North Caro-
lina, Washington and
West Virginia were
looking at budget cuts.
Michigan and West
Virginia were consider-
ing cuts across nearly
all state agencies.
Alabama’s governor was calling
for college-funding cuts to pre-
serve K-12 education. Fourteen
additional states (see sidebar)
faced revenue shortfalls and
funding gaps, while the gover-
nors of Delaware and Illinois ac-
knowledged an economic slow-
down. “All of us who have been
governors a while have seen these

roller coasters of state budget sur-
pluses, and then not,” said Califor-
nia Gov. Gray Davis on NBC’s
“Meet the Press.”

Many states have prepared for
economic slowdown through rainy-
day funds, which reflect state sav-
ings for shortfalls (see Inquiry Line,
page 37). Arizona and Illinois were
beefing up their funds, while
Maine was looking to constitution-
ally protect its fund. Five states so
far this year have bucked the “belt-
tightening” trend and are provid-
ing tax relief to constituents. Iowa
enacted $100 million in tax cuts,
while Arizona, Georgia, New Jer-
sey and Oklahoma were consider-
ing tax relief.

Education gets attention

Education tops state agendas as
reflected in governors’ messages,
and teachers are receiving attention
nationwide. The perennial issue of
increased and fair school funding
was hot in Alaska, Idaho, Kansas,

Massachusetts
and New Hamp-
shire. A bill pro-
viding for early
retirement of
teachers has
Massachusetts
legislators look-
ing at acceler-
ated teacher-
p r e p a r a t i o n
courses. Florida

is doing more to retain teachers,
while Arkansas, Colorado and
Idaho are among states considering
an increase in teacher salaries, in-
centives and signing bonuses. Many
states trying to improve schools
have looked toward developing edu-
cation-accountability standards.
Another trend in education got a
new convert in Indiana Gov. Frank
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State leaders across the

nation are using

different approaches to

face similar challenges.
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O’Bannon, who
declared, “Our stu-
dents must not
only be good scho-
lars but good citi-
zens. That’s why
we need to sup-
port character edu-
cation.” Among
other supporters is

President George W. Bush,
who called for tripling fed-
eral aid for such efforts in
his address to the nation
Feb. 27.

The growth of the knowl-
edge economy also is push-
ing scholastic innovation.
Delaware is focusing on
increasing literacy, while
California, Idaho, Indiana
and others are trying to
improve their math curriculum to
meet new technology needs. Maine
is implementing a plan to equip ev-
ery seventh- and eighth-grader with
computer access, while Kansas joins
other states in getting all schools con-
nected to technology networks.

Arizona, Arkansas and Idaho are
among many
states recog-
nizing a new
digital divide.
Leaders say
infras t ruc -
ture is needed
to bring tech-
nology to ru-
ral areas.
Meanwhile,
nearly all

states recognize they must better de-
liver services to constituents over
the Internet. Arkansas, Delaware
and Massachusetts are among the
list of states increasing their techno-
logical capacity and Web-page ser-
vice delivery.

Health care, environment

Planning for the Children’s Health
Insurance Program or CHIP remains
a major health-care item facing state
legislatures and administrations. Ari-
zona, California, Colorado and Kansas
are funding and expanding health pro-
grams for both children and adults.
Colorado and Maine are among states
seeking ways to provide more afford-

able health in-
surance. Dela-
ware has joined
other states in
looking at “Pa-
tients’ Right-to-
Know” legisla-
tion. Massachu-
setts provided
temporary relief
to hospitals un-
der distress from
caring for the

uninsured. In addition, funding in-
creases were examined in the follow-
ing health areas: elder care in Arizona,
Florida and Kansas; mental-health care
in Arizona, Connecticut, Indiana and
Kansas; and care for the developmen-
tally disabled in Florida, Indiana and
Kansas among others.

State populations continue to grow,
but leaders are keeping an eye toward
smart growth, or growth that balances
convenience and the environment
with a plan for open space, schools and
parks. Colorado,
Delaware, Ken-
tucky and Maine
have engaged in
urban planning
that is anti-
sprawl. Arizona,
Massachusetts
and Maine are
among states spe-
cifically studying
adequate and af-
fordable housing, an essential element
of growth planning. Maryland Gov.

Parris Glendening,
CSG president-
elect, is creating a
Governor’s Office
on Smart Growth.
“People will come
to a single office
and learn – almost
immediately—if
what they propose

is indeed smart growth,” he said. “If
not, we will work with them to im-
prove the project. If it is, we can help
them access supportive state pro-
grams.”

Natural resources are a concern for
state officials nationwide. Preserving
aquifers and providing rural water are
on tap for Arizona and Kansas, while
Kentucky is tackling solid-waste issues
and Delaware
is working for
cleaner air.
Maine is pio-
neering “Smart
Production,”
an initiative
the governor
said will start
industries on a
path toward
zero environ-
mental impact
while increasing the state’s market
competitiveness. Delaware pursued an
“Environmental Right-to-Know” pro-

vision, a more timely noti-
fication of residents in the
event of an environmental
incident, while governors in
Idaho and Florida addressed
preservation and conserva-
tion in their state-of-the-
state messages. Finally, sup-
port for farmers, agriculture
and the subsistence way of
life for native and other
people dependent on fishing

and hunting are key in Alaska, Idaho,
Kansas, Kentucky and other states.

Maryland Gov.
Parris Glendening

Indiana Gov.
Frank O’Bannon
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CSG resources
For more on states and charac-

ter education, see “Johnny be
good,” State Government News,
January 2000.

For more on states and technol-
ogy, see the highlights for CSG’s
Annual Meeting and State Lead-
ership Forum, page 34, and
“Bridging the digital divide,” SGN,
October 2000; “Investing in a digi-
tal economy,” SGN, August 2000;
and “Universal service?” SGN,
April 2000.

More hot issues

Alaska, Arizona, Idaho and Kansas
are among states demonstrating a
trend to increase spending on high-

way patrols.
States con-
tinue other
public-safety
a d v a n c e s ,
too, such as
anti-gang ef-
forts in Ari-
zona, a drug
crackdown in
Florida and
consideration

of added trial-court judgeships in
Colorado. Increased efforts toward
drug rehabilitation in Arkansas, Cali-
fornia, Connecticut and New York re-
flect continued interest in this area,
as does a Western Drug Policy Sum-
mit set in June in Boise,
Idaho. Various states also
are looking to decrease the
blood-alcohol-content lev-
els for driving under the in-
fluence from .10 to .08 to
meet federal guidelines, in-
cluding Maryland, Mis-
souri and Oklahoma. Ne-
braska became the 19th
state to reduce its level to

0.08 with ap-
proval of a bill
Feb. 27.

Because many
states are larger
in size, economy
and diversity
than some small
countries, it is
no surprise that
transportation
and trade are
high on  state agendas. The governors
of Arizona, Idaho, Illinois and Ken-
tucky were among those who specifi-
cally said that the development of in-
ternational ties and trade is critical.
Getting around within a state is es-
sential as well. Connecticut, Florida,
Indiana and Kansas are pursuing
road plans, and Maine’s governor said
that while the state
should continue to
build roads, it must
also decrease high-
way debt. Illinois
residents are press-
ing for a “fix” to
toll-highway prob-
lems, while the
Maryland gover-
nor called for
spending $750 million to beef up pub-
lic transportation.

A scan of state news reports and
governors’ addresses revealed other
interesting issues such as the renewal
of the lottery in Kansas, attempts to

regulate slot
machines in
Arizona and ef-
forts to with-
draw Maine
from the retail-
liquor busi-
ness. Alaska is
the only state
without a vet-
erans’ home,

Arkansas Gov.
Mike Huckabee

and lawmakers were asked
to approve one. Finally,
with events such as the ir-
regularities in the presiden-
tial election, the energy cri-
sis and the publication of
new census numbers,
scouts of the state scene
will find all three issues be-
ing addressed.

So what are states’ priori-
ties for 2001? Arkansas

Gov. Mike Huckabee said, “We (states)
may have tighter budgets, but we (lead-
ers) are elec-
ted to deter-
mine the pri-
o r i t i e s . ”
H u c ka b e e
said he deter-
mines priori-
ties by exam-
ining the
state’s con-
stitutional
responsibili-
ties. Whether other leaders use this
method or not, it looks as though many
state officials are identifying similar pri-
orities this year. As the year progresses,
innovative responses to those trends in
some states will be of value to every-
one else.

Fiscal shortfalls
remaining

The 14 states still facing rev-
enue shortfalls or funding gaps
as of early March: Alaska, Ar-
kansas, California, Colorado, In-
diana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, Missouri, Oregon, Ten-
nessee, Virginia, West Virginia
and Wisconsin. These are in ad-
dition to states that have already
taken action on budget problems.


