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BUILDING OUR FUTURE TOGETHER

60TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
 MIDWESTERN LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE

AND
SASKATCHEWAN’S CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

J u l y  3 1  -  A u g u s t  3 ,  2 0 0 5       R e g i n a ,  S a s k a t c h e w a n

BUILDING OUR FUTURE TOGETHER

T A K E  A D V A N T A G E  O F  T H I S  U N I Q U E  O P P O R T U N I T Y
This year only, enjoy an extra afternoon at the conference and see more of the sights around Regina.

Remember, in order to enter and exit the U. S. and Canada, you must have a valid passport or an original or certified copy of your birth
certificate. (The recent federal changes requiring a passport don’t go into effect until 2006.)

This year’s meeting will include the chance for attendees to take part in public policy roundtables on rural economic development, K-12 education
finance, state pensions, medical malpractice and economic development for native populations.

For attendees staying over on August 3rd, the final day of the conference, our Canadian hosts are offering transportation for you to enjoy a variety of
afternoon activities.  You can sign up on-site for transportation to the following venues:
 

••••• Golf at the scenic Deer Valley Golf and Estates •   •   •   •   •   Royal Saskatchewan Museum
••••• Science Centre and Kramer IMAX Theatre •   •   •   •   •   Regina Plains Museum
••••• Antique shopping at the Warehouse District •   •   •   •   •   Wascana Waterfowl Park
••••• Buffalo Days - visit Saskatchewan’s Provincial Exhibition •   •   •   •   •   Cornwall Centre mall

Featured speakers at this year’s Annual Meeting will include renowned journalist and political analyst Morton Kondracke, historian and Pulitzer Prize-winner
Joseph Ellis, and best-selling author and communications coach Arch Lustberg.

Topics on this year’s agenda include The Health & Future of the North American Heartland, U.S./Canada Healthcare Delivery Systems and
Canada-U.S. Relations: A Unique Perspective.

by Tim Anderson

New federal standards that aim to improve the
security and integrity of state driver’s license and
identification processes also could impose a
costly burden on states, some elected and
administrative officials say.

Signed by President George Bush in May, the
Real ID Act will not be fully in place until
2008. Over the next three years, state motor
vehicle administrators will have the task of
reviewing details of the new law and preparing
for its implementation.

“Right now, it’s too early to tell exactly what the
impact is going to be, both in terms of costs and
services,” says Randy Nehrt, deputy press
secretary for the Illinois secretary of state’s
office.

Kelly Chesney, spokeswoman for the Michigan
secretary of state’s office, agrees.

“We certainly support the concept of advancing
homeland security and want to be a part of it,”
Chesney says. “There are some unanswered
questions [about the act]. We’re just beginning
to review it.”

Concerns about certain provisions in the mea-
sure led several state advocacy organizations,
including The Council of State Governments,
to oppose it.

States prepare to implement new driver’s license standards
“[Real ID] would impose technological stan-
dards and verification procedures on states,
many of which are beyond the current capacity
of even the federal government,” the organiza-
tions wrote in a letter earlier this year to con-
gressional leaders.

“Moreover, the cost of implementing such
standards and verification procedures for the
220 million driver’s licenses issued by states
represents a massive unfunded federal mandate.”

The exact cost on states is not known. Support-
ers have put the price tag at about $100 million,
while others have said that figure is low.

For their driver’s licenses and identification
cards to be recognized by the federal govern-
ment, states will have to employ common
machine-readable and facial-image technologies.
They also must enter into a new interstate
driver’s license compact that links motor vehicle
databases. As a result, states will share data on
the driving histories of individuals (moving
violations, suspensions, etc.) and the identifying
information collected for driver’s license and ID
cards.

Under Real ID, four types of identification will
be required before a state can issue licenses:

• photo identification (though non-photo ID
will be acceptable if it includes the person’s full
legal name and date of birth);

• a birth certificate or other documentation
showing the person’s date of birth;

• proof of the person’s Social Security account
number or verification that the person is not
eligible for one; and

• documentation showing the person’s name and
address of principal residence.

“How are we going to verify birth certificates?
How are we going to verify proofs of residency?”
Nehrt says. “Those are some questions that are
going to have to be answered as we move
forward in this process.”

One concern is that the additional documenta-
tion requirements and stricter verification
process could cause delays, and longer lines, at
motor vehicle facilities.

“We need to make sure these changes don’t
hinder customer service,” Chesney says.

New national standards for driver’s licenses were
among the recommendations made by the
federal 9/11 Commission. Supporters say Real
ID will help disrupt the movement of terrorists,
including the boarding of commercial airplanes.
Other provisions of the act require states to
confirm that visas for foreign visitors are valid
and that these visitors’ temporary licenses expire
at the same time their visas do. Real ID also creates
more obstacles for immigrants seeking asylum.
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