
Health Care Cost Drivers 
Alzheimer’s Disease 



Overview of the numbers 





Alzheimer’s stats

• Alzheimer’s disease is the most common 
cause of dementia 

• Accounts for 60 to 80 percent of all cases 
of dementia

• Current estimate� 5.3 million Americans 
have Alzheimer’s

• 250,00-500,000 under age 65



A new case of Alzheimer’s 
occurs every 70 seconds









Alzheimer’s is the 7 th

leading cause of death



Caregiving Costs

Most persons are care for at home by family 
for most of the 3-8 year duration of the 
disease



60% of caregivers are 
women





IMPACT OF CAREGIVING ON 
THE CAREGIVER



• More than 40% of caregivers rate 
emotional stress as high or very high

• About a third of family caregivers have 
symptoms of depression

• Caregivers may have poorer health
• Caregiving  may lead to reduced work 

hours, time off or quitting work



Financial Impact on 
Caregivers 
• Job-related loss of income and benefits
• Out-of-pocket expenses can be substantial



People with Alzheimer’s and 
other dementias are high 
users of healthcare and 
long-term care services:













Policy Implications

Long term care costs
Caregiver support
Public health surveillance and beginnings of 

prevention knowledge transfer 
Care coordination/disease management and 

the cognitive factor 




