


Like the CBP, TSA has instituted protocols for passengers who may be exhibiting
2009 HINI flu symptoms to engage local health officials in order to evaluate their
condition before further travel. Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is also
being vigilant and reviewing recent intakes in its detainee population to identify any
detainees who might have contracted this flu. The Coast Guard is alerting health officials
of any signs of this flu virus discovered on board commercial or private vessels while
conducting routine Coast Guard duties, and is ensuring the shipping community is
following established protocols for reporting ill crewmembers.

The actions we are taking regarding international travelers match the precautions
advised by the CDC and the World Health Organization (WHO) based on the current,
evolving epidemiology of the 2009 HIN1 flu virus. According to both the CDC and
WHO, closing the border would yield only very marginal benefits; at the same time,
closing the border has very high costs. The strain of the this virus that was first detected
in Mexico is already present throughout the United States, and there is no realistic
opportunity to contain the virus through border closures, so our focus must now be on
mitigating the virus. The actions we are currently taking, as well as the travel advisories
issued by the CDC and the State Department against non-essential travel to Mexico,
should help to mitigate the number of people infected with 2009 HINT1 flu crossing the

border.

Outreach to State and Local Authorities, International Partners, and the Private Sector
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DHS is conducting extensive outreach to state, local and tribal partners so that
they are fully apprised of all federal government actions regarding this flu outbreak, and
to ensure that they are integrated in the response.

DHS’ Office of Intergovernmental Programs (IGP) has instituted a daily
conference call among all states — all top-level state and territorial homeland security
advisors are invited to participate in these calls, which will continue as long as necessary.
DHS is also actively working with cities that have been particularly affected, such as
New York City. I have been in personal contact with the governors of virtually every
state with a confirmed case of 2009 HIN1 flu, and I will continue to reach out to
governors and states as the situation evolves.

FEMA is also prepared to respond as necessary to provide support, and is
coordinating with affected states, HHS, the CDC and other partners to determine
potential requirements.

In order to continue building a tri-national approach to addressing this virus, in
the past few days, I have personally spoken with Arturo Sarukhan, the Mexican
ambassador to the United States; my counterpart in Mexico, Interior Minister Fernando
Gomez Mont; and my Canadian counterpart, Public Safety Minister Peter Van Loan. We
recognize that viruses do not respect borders, and thus it is in our mutual interest to
coordinate our efforts.

The Private Sector Office of DHS has reached out to its private-sector partners, in
order to keep them informed of how DHS is addressing 2009 HIN1 FLU, and to
communicate what they can do to mitigate the risk of this flu to their employees and the

country. Efforts have focused in particular on reaching partners in the travel, aviation,
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and hospitality industries. The DHS Office of Infrastructure Protection hosted a
conference call with over 500 owners and operators of the Nation’s Critical Infrastructure

to keep them apprised of the situation as it develops.

Preparing the Department

The Department is taking many steps to ensure it continues to operate at full
strength throughout the outbreak. As the leader of this Department, I know that if DHS is
to protect the safety of our nation, we must ensure that we are doing all that we can to
protect the safety of the DHS workforce. This effort has been a top priority for our
leadership within the Department, especially working to keep safe our employees who
are in the field with face-to-face public interaction everyday. To that end:

CBP has strategically positioned critical assets — including personal protection
equipment (masks, sanitizers, etc.) and anti-viral drugs — in each of the nine Border Patrol
sectors, in order to ensure that our agents at the border are protected against the virus to
the maximum; similar actions have been taken by the U.S. Coast Guard in order to ensure
our maritime borders continue to be guarded at full strength.

FEMA and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services are taking similar action to
preposition critical supplies and protect their workforces and operations.

ICE is similarly prepared to meet the health and safety needs of its employees as
well as those individuals in ICE custody. In preparing front-line employees that may be at
risk, ICE has pre-positioned personal protective equipment for its law enforcement and

mission-critical personnel not only at our borders and throughout the U.S.
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Finally, the TSA is rapidly deploying personal protection equipment to 54 airports
along the border and with flights from Mexico. The equipment includes masks, gloves,
and hand sanitizer, in case those supplies are needed in a heightened state of precaution.
DHS has been in contact with its employees about common-sense precautions they can
take against 2009 HINT1 flu, in addition to information about the use of anti-viral drugs,

should such a step become necessary.

Conclusion

It is important that we continue to educate Americans about the 2009 HIN1 flu
virus and the common-sense steps everyone can take to protect themselves, their families,
and their neighbors. We urge Americans to take common flu-season precautions, such as
washing hands, staying home from school or work if they feel ill, and covering mouths
when coughing or sneezing. These are actions we can all take to guard against this flu.

Indeed, this is an effort that has a role for everyone: Our faith-based leaders to can
educate their congregations, community-based organizations can mobilize education
campaigns in places from senior centers to daycare centers, and employers can
communicate with their employees — not with a sense of fear, but with a sense of caution.

Obviously, our thoughts and prayers are with everyone in the United States and
around the world affected by this virus. It is our job as a nation to work together to
protect each other, and the federal government, states, and cities are acting in unison to
do this every day.

Chairman Lieberman, Senator Collins, and members of the Committee: Thank

you again for this opportunity to testify about the steps DHS is taking confronting this
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threat head-on and to secure America from this virus. I am now happy to take your

questions.
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