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Medicaid Behavioral Health 

Services: Peer Support Services

https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/medicaid-behavioral-health-services-peer-support-

services/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D



Medicaid and Youth Peer Support

https://www.clasp.org/publications/report/brief/giving-the-young-people-what-they-

want-a-policy-framework-for-youth-peer-support/



988 and Crisis System Reform – 

Role of Peers

Keris Jän Myrick, MBA, MS
Vice President of Partnerships

Inseparable

Unapologetically Black Unicorns Podcast Episode 91:
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https://nashp.org/states-use-of-peers-

in-the-mental-health-crisis-continuum/

States’ Use of Peers in the Mental 

Health Crisis Continuum



What is Peer Support?

What is Living/Lived Experience?





https://www.samhsa.gov/brss-tacs/recovery-support-tools/peers

To access the Peer Support Briefs visit:  

Value of Peer Support
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THE FEDS EXAMINE PEER 
SUPPORT 

Why General Accounting Office (GAO) Did This Study:  The growth of 

peer support workforce has brought increased attention to standardizing 

the competencies of peer support specialists through certification.

The 21st Century Cures Act included a provision for GAO to conduct a 

study to identify best practices related to training and certification in peer 

support programs in selected states that receive funding from SAMHSA. 

This report, among other things, describes leading practices for certifying 

peer support specialists identified by program officials in selected states.

Report released November 2018

https://www.gao.gov/assets/700/695435.pdf

Curated by Keris Jän Myrick, MBA, MS



NATIONAL CORE 
COMPETENCIES FOR PEER 
SUPPORTERS

In 2017, SAMHSA in conjunction with subject matter experts 

conducted research to identify core competencies for peer 

workers in behavioral health and later posted the draft 

competencies developed with these stakeholders online for 

comment. This document represents the final product of that 

process. As our understanding of peer support grows and the 

contexts in which peer recovery support services are provided 

evolve, the core competencies must evolve over time. Therefore, 

updates to these competencies may occur periodically in the 

future.

Curated by Keris Jän Myrick, MBA, MS



CMS Guidance

Career Ladder  

Supervision

Wage         Rate

Data



Technology

EAPs

SOC Codes

Lived Experience 
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State and Country  

Models



GOVERNOR NEWSOM SIGNS 
SB803 PEER SPECIALIST 
CERTIFICATION ACT OF 2020

9/25/2020 via a virtual bill signing ceremony – 

California’s hard fought battle for Peer 

Certification reaches a first victorious step! 

County opt in for Peer Certification and Medicaid 

Reimbursement.

Curated by Keris Jän Myrick, MBA, MS



https://www.capeercertification.org/medi-cal-peer-support-specialist-core-competencies/



https://deltacentercalifornia.jsi.com/resources/elevating-people-lived-

experience-workbook-strategies-organizational-change-shaped-people

https://peerrecoverynow.org/product/2023-update-to-the-comparative-analysis-of-state-requirements-for-

peer-support-specialist-training-and-certification-in-the-u-s/



Keris Jän Myrick, MBA, MS

Vice President of Partnerships, Inseparable

keris@inseparable.us



Core Competencies and 
Peer Support Specialists Resources:

SAMHSA:

• Peer Support Resources

• Peer Core Competencies

• Value of Peers – 2017 (PDF| 2 MB) describes how peer supports advance recovery and 
add value to behavioral health systems: Peer Support (PDF| 2 MB); Family, Parent, and 
Caregiver Peer Support in Behavioral Health (PDF| 846 KB); Peers Supporting Recovery 
from Mental Health Conditions (PDF| 2 MB); and Peers Supporting Recovery from 
Substance Use Disorders (PDF| 2 MB)

National Association of Peer Supporters:

• National Association of Peer Supporters 

• National Practice Guidelines for Peer Specialists and Supervisors

• N.A.P.S. ”What it Takes: Wisdom From Peer Support Specialist and Supervisors , 2023

https://www.samhsa.gov/brss-tacs/recovery-support-tools/peers
https://www.samhsa.gov/brss-tacs/recovery-support-tools/peers/core-competencies-peer-workers
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/programs_campaigns/brss_tacs/value-of-peers-2017.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/programs_campaigns/brss_tacs/peer-support-2017.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/programs_campaigns/brss_tacs/family-parent-caregiver-support-behavioral-health-2017.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/programs_campaigns/brss_tacs/family-parent-caregiver-support-behavioral-health-2017.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/programs_campaigns/brss_tacs/peers-supporting-recovery-mental-health-conditions-2017.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/programs_campaigns/brss_tacs/peers-supporting-recovery-mental-health-conditions-2017.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/programs_campaigns/brss_tacs/peers-supporting-recovery-substance-use-disorders-2017.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/programs_campaigns/brss_tacs/peers-supporting-recovery-substance-use-disorders-2017.pdf
https://www.peersupportworks.org/
https://www.peersupportworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/National-Practice-Guidelines-for-Peer-Specialists-and-Supervisors-1.pdf
https://www.peersupportworks.org/naps-members-author-guide-to-peer-support/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: The Feds examine Peer Support 
	Slide 14: national CORE COMPETENCIES FOR PEER SUPPORTERS
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Governor Newsom Signs  SB803 Peer Specialist Certification Act of 2020
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: Core Competencies and  Peer Support Specialists Resources:

